Ab the border of the anaesthetic zone is often hyperaesthetic, and in this border the cutaneous reflexes are particularly lively, it is thus easily possible to account for differences of opinion regarding the activity or absence of superficial reflexes in tabes. If the skin area, say, of the cremaster reflex is just at the border of an anaesthetic zone it will be exaggerated, if within it will be lost.
The discovery of such areas of anaesthesia may be of practical importance. Thus a man with a history of syphilis had both knee-jerks gone, and slight swaying of the body when the eyes were closed. There were no other symptoms. The 
